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26.045
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23 MARCH 2026 AT THE SCOUT HEADQUARTERS, HALL LANE, LATHOM COMMENCING AT 7.35 p.m.
26.046
PRESENT: Councillors H Shaw (Chair), A Beckett, E Pope, I Fairclough, L McDonnell, M McDonnell and S Martland.
26.047
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Parish Councillor A Sherman and Borough Councillor P Hesketh.
26.048
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
No declarations of interest were made.
26.049
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23 FEBRUARY 2026
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23 February 2026 be approved by the Chair.
26.050
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
No members of the public were present.
26.051
ISSUES RAISED BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Water Treatment Centre – Deans Lane
Borough Councillor J Gordon advised that there is currently increased traffic on the roads as a result of the water treatment problem at Crossens and waste material is being transported to other facilities in the areas including those in Deans Lane.  It is currently unsure how long this will be continuing for.
Parish Councillor E Pope advised that the upgrade works in Deans Lane water treatment facility has started with vehicles delivering various types of equipment and work units via Wanes Blade Road.
Parish Clerk D Abram to write to Costain and United Utilities requesting a monthly update going forward with regard to progress so that we can post this on our new website.
26.052
PLANNING
Applications to be considered:
There were no planning applications to consider at this meeting.
Abbey Farm Holiday Park
An update was provided in respect of a previous planning application that had been submitted.  Concerns have been raised regarding the length of time residents are on site i.e. licence is for 11 months a year and with regard to waste coming from the site and flowing into the nearby brook and West Lancashire Borough Council are making further enquiries.

26.053
LATHOM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING GROUP - QUESTIONNAIRE
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that the artwork for the envelopes had again been rejected by Royal Mail and further amended artwork has been provided by the Printers and resubmitted to Royal Mail.  This process will continue until Royal Mail agree the artwork and at which point the envelopes can be printed.
M McDonnell is to send the breakdown of the number of Questionnaires each Parish Councillor will need to be able to distribute the same once produced.
Parish Clerk D Abram will then print the same and distribute at the next available meeting.
26.054
MAINTENANCE
Historic Lathom sign (Blythe Lane)
Parish Clerk D Abram to contact I Waite re an amended quotation to reduce down the previously agreed work to just replacing the wooden and metal posts only.
PROW Sign (Lady Alice Drive)
Parish Clerk D Abram to contact I Waite to obtain a quotation re fixing the PROW sign.
Briars Lane (Green Maintenance)
Councillor E Pope advised that the green maintenance in this area is too big for him to do.  Parish Councillor I Fairclough’s Son is to be asked to see if he can complete the work.
Sandy Lane Triangle (green maintenance)
Parish Councillor E Pope advised that the work had been completed on this.  It is not known who has actually carried out the work and we have not instructed anyone to complete the same.
26.055
LOVE CLEAN STREETS WORK
Fly signage (Briars Lane)
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that this had been closed via the app and had been referred on to West Lancashire Borough Council to look at via the Planning Department.
White Bag hanging from bottom of Lathom Parish Council sign (Hall Lane near Cranes Lane)
Carr Lane and Hoscar Moss Road (vegetation on footpaths)
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that this had been closed via the app and had been referred on to West Lancashire Borough Council to remove.  Parish Councillor A Beckett advised that he would go along and remove the same.
Overgrown footpaths on Carr Lane and Hoscar Moss Road
A resident has contacted Parish Clerk D Abram and both footpaths have been reported via the app.  No recent update has been received.
Pothole on Hall Lane
Parish Councillor E Pope advised that this has now been fixed.  Parish Clerk D Abram advised that several residents have reported the problem via the Love Clean Streets app which is a positive result regarding the apps usage.
Carr Lane/Ring O’Bells Lane
Councillor E Pope advised that the road sign has not been replaced.  Parish Clerk D Abram to report this via Love Clean Streets.
26.056
SPID AND ROAD ISSUES
Update from Parish Councillor H Shaw regarding discussions with Burscough Town Council
Parish Councillor H Shaw advised that discussions have taken place with Burscough Town Council with regard to Runnels Bridge (Carr Lane/School Lane).  Burscough Town Council are looking to install traffic lights on the bridge due to the increasing number of vehicles now using this route.  Discussions are taking place with Lancashire County Council concerning the same.  Burscough Town Council have approached Lathom Parish Council to see if we have any CIL monies to put towards the same and it was agreed that we could put £10,000 towards the project from the monies received in May 2025.
Road Traffic Meeting (neighbouring Parish & Town Councils)
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that the Clerk from Newburgh Parish Council has been approached with regard to setting a date for the above meeting.  Parish Councillor H Shaw asked if dates of availability could be provided by Newburgh Parish Council for April/May 2026 so the meeting can be arranged.
Carr Lane
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that new road speed signed have been installed from Runnels Bridge heading towards Ring O’Bells Lane with a maximum speed of 30 mph.  Parish Clerk to forward to M McDonnell the spreadsheet for submitting results to Lancashire County Council from the SPID camera.
Parish Clerk D Abram to see if the police can help with putting in mobile speed traps in this area given that the data from the SPID camera is showing that 70% of traffic using Carr Lane are going above 30 mph.
SPID Camera Movement
It was agreed that the SPID camera on the next rotation should be moved to Carr Lane.
Hoscar Moss Road (SPID Poles)
The Parish Councillors agreed that the proposal to put to the Highways Department at Lancashire County Council for the new SPID poles/camera should be at the junction road junction of Hoscar Moss Road and Moss Bridge Lane.
26.057
WEBSITE AND EMAILS
Parish Councillors H Shaw and E Pope have taken a look at the new website.  On the whole it looks better than the previous one although updates still need to be made by Parish Clerk D Abram to ensure that it meets regulations.
It was agreed that we could now pay Parish Online for the new website, .gov.uk account and emails.
26.058
CIL PROJECT
Ring O’Bells Lane
The Contractor has advised that subject to change of date the work will begin on 13 April 2026.  It was agreed that Parish Councillor A Beckett will be in attendance with the bench to meet with the contractors.  Parish Clerk D Abram will provide a further plan of where the construction work is to take place (although the Contractors are aware following a site visit with Parish Clerk D Abram last year).
The Grant money for the fruit trees will be paid shortly.
26.058
PROW
Hoscar Moss Byway
Parish Clerk D Abram verbally provided an update that the PROW Team will provide an update in Summer 2026.
The Parish Councillors are concerned about the width of the current bridleway due to the fencing that has been put up by a resident and would like to send a further letter to the owner and a copy to be sent to the PROW Team (along with our original correspondence).  Parish Clerk D Abram established the location to understand the position and will visit the same in order to draft the relevant letter.  Regulations including the width of a bridleway to be looked into.
Taylors Farm (re-routing Footpath)
Parish Clerk D Abram verbally provided an update that the work had not yet commenced and the PROW Team will provide an update in Summer 2026.
26.059
PARISH MATTERS
Lathom Village Branding
Parish Councillor S Martland to provide a draft of the same in due course.
Taylors Farmshop
Additional car parking facilities have been provided for visitors to Taylors Farmshop.  Parish Clerk D Abram to contact the Planning Department at West Lancashire Borough Council for further clarification regarding a planning application.
Hall Lane – Litter Pickers
Councillor E Pope advised that multiple bags of litter were picked from the roadside.
Parish Council Elections
A discussion took place to confirm that the Parish Council Elections are due to take place and for those that wish to stand again should submit their applications by the deadline.  There are eight places available for Parish Councillors
26.060
ONLINE BANKING
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that a form needs to be completed by all signatories to change the status so that everyone can view and authorise the online payments.  The form was signed and will be sent to the bank.
26.061
TRAINING
Training for Councillors
Parish Councillor S Martland indicated that there are a couple of courses she would like to go on and she will forward me the relevant information.
26.062
BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation up to 28 February 2026 has been agreed.
26.063                          
FINANCE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The following accounts was passed for payment in March 2026
Diane Abram salary - January 2026						002142	£284.48
Diane Abram salary – February 2026								£275.84	
Diane Abram salary – March 2026 								£246.08
Travel to Meeting – x2 journeys January 2026 (12 miles @ £0.45 per mile)	Online		£    5.40
Travel to Meeting – February 2026 (6 miles @ £0.45 per mile)				£    2.70
Travel to Meeting – March 2026 (6 miles @ 0.45 per mile)		 			£   2.70	
Travel to various locations for Love Clean Streets re Historic Lathom Sign 
(6 miles @ 0.45p per mile)									£    2.70
X2 Packs of Stamps										£  20.56
A4 White Paper										£    3.75
Lever Arch File											£    2.50
												£846.71
PAYE – March 2026								002143	£  61.60
Ormskirk District Scout – Hall Hire						002144	£  24.00

26.064                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Lathom Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 27 April 2026.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.


Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


