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26.001
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 26 JANUARY AT THE SCOUT HEADQUARTERS, HALL LANE, LATHOM COMMENCING AT 7.30 p.m.
26.002
PRESENT: Councillors H Shaw (Chair), A Beckett, I Fairclough, L McDonnell, M McDonnell, A Sherman and S Martland plus Borough Councillor P Hesketh and J Gordon.
26.003
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Parish Councillor E Pope.
26.004
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15 DECEMBER 2025
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 December 2025 be approved by the Chair.
26.005
TO APPROVE THE BUDGET SETTING DECISION OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 12 JANUARY 2026
It was resolved that the Finance Committee Minutes held on 15 January 2026 be approved by the Chair Helen Shaw.
26.006
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
No members of the public were present.
26.007
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
26.008
ISSUES RAISED BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Borough Councillors P Hesketh and J Gordon discussed:-
Food Bins
The roll out of x2 food bins to each household to be collected each week by West Lancashire Borough Council (one of inside the home and one for outside which should be put out for weekly collection).
Borough Councillor Elections/Devolution – West Lancashire Borough Council
The Borough Councillors advised that an application has been made to Secretary of State for this years elections to not take place and a decision is awaited.  Under the new devolution system this would mean that the current Borough Councillors will continue until 2027 and then a shadow cabinet will be in place under West Lancashire Borough Council or as part of the wider decision process re the merger of West Lancashire Borough Council with one or more other boroughs with no Borough Councillors for West Lancashire elected thereafter and the new devolution areas begin in 2028.  
It was agreed that a statement would be agreed with the Ward Borough Councillors prior to adding to our news section on our website and on the noticeboard in Briars Lane.
26.009
PLANNING
Applications to be considered:
a.	2026/0005/FUL – Ellerbrook, Sandy Lane, Lathom – Proposed new domestic driveway access from highway and proposed alterations to existing garage external elevations.  It was agreed that a comment be submitted.
b.	There were no other planning applications to consider.
26.010
LATHOM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING GROUP - QUESTIONNAIRE
Parish Clerk D Abram updated the Parish Councillors regarding the payment for the Royal Mail Business Reply Plus Licence to be paid and that the delivery of the freepost return envelopes are due to be delivered.  It was agreed that once the questionnaires and return envelopes are available the Parish Councillors are to meet to pass over the supplies for distribution to the residents.
26.011
MAINTENANCE
Historic Lathom sign (Blythe Lane)
The quotation for repair of the sign has been agreed with the work to take place by I Waite in Spring 2026.
Briars Lane (Green Maintenance)
Parish Councillor E Pope not available at the meeting to comment on completion of work.
26.012
LOVE CLEAN STREETS WORK
PROW Sign (Lady Alice Drive)
Lancashire County Council yet to be repair.  Parish Clerk D Abram to send an email to the PROW Team requesting an update.
Fly signage (Briars Lane)
Parish Clerk D Abram to send an email to the relevant department requesting an update.
White Bag handing from bottom of sign (Cranes Lane – end of Hall Lane)
It has been noted that the above needs to be reported to Love Clean Streets to ask them to remove the same as it is very unsightly, Parish Clerk D Abram to report via the app.
26.013
SPID AND ROAD ISSUES
Ring O’Bells Lane
It was agreed that following the response from County Councillor Owens and Highways Department are of Love Clean Streets that this be followed up with County Councillor Owens.
Freedom of Information Request (5 way junction in Ring O’Bells Lane)
Parish Clerk D Abram has forwarded the reply from Lancashire County Council to the Parish Councillors.
Hoscar Moss Road (SPID Poles)
Parish Clerk D Abram has submitted the application to install the new poles and will chase up the response with the Highways Department of Lancashire County Council.  Funding for the installation will be from the CIL monies received earlier this year.  This item is to move to the CIL item going forwards.
Traffic Calming Measures in Carr Lane
Following SPID information received it was agreed that traffic calming measure discussions are to take place with County Councillor A Owens and Highways Department at Lancashire County Council with a view to using CIL money towards funding the same.  This project will move to the CIL project going forwards.
Purchase of Additional SPID Camera
It is agreed in principle that this be looked into once the Hoscar Moss Road new SPID poles have been approved and information sourced for purchasing the approximate SPID camera per Lancashire County Council guidelines.  This item to be moved to CIL Project going forward.
Roadside Parking outside of SPAR Garage
The response from County Councillor A Owens has been discussed at the meeting.
Meeting with County Councillor A Owens
It was agreed that a meeting with County Councillor A Owens to be organised via Borough Councillor P Hesketh to discuss the following road issues:-
· Double Parking on Ring O’Bells lane (near Ring O’Bells Pub).
· Accidents at busy 5-way traffic junction in Ring O’Bells Lane.
· Traffic calming measures in Carr Lane.
· Speeding on Lathom roads.
· Increased traffic on roads in Lathom e.g. heavy goods vehicles, using Carr Lane as a cut through and increasing numbers of vehicles travelling to and from Burscough.
Parish Council Road Traffic Meeting with neighbouring Parishes
It was agreed that this be deferred until after a meeting with County Councillor A Owens.
Parish Councillor H Shaw advised that she would try to attend the next available Burscough Town Council and Lathom South Parish Council meetings and report back to the next Lathom Parish Council Meeting.
26.014
WEBSITE AND EMAILS
Parish Clerk D Abram advised the .gov email account for the Parish Clerk is now up and running.  
The website is in a very draft format and the website providers have been contacted with the changes necessary.  The Parish Councillors are reluctant to pay the website providers until the changes have been made.  Thereafter details are to be forwarded to the Parish Councillors for them to view and approve prior to payment being sent.
Parish Councillor email addresses are yet to be provided by the website provider and this will be requested and details are to be forwarded to them once received.
26.015
CIL PROJECT
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that the revised Licence terms are agreed however there are currently differing plans for the location of planting the trees.  This item requires clarifying and finalising prior to signing the Licence and thereafter the project can begin.
26.015
PROW
Hoscar Moss Byway
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that an update is expected around July 2026.
26.016
PARISH MATTERS
Councillor S Martland advised that Lathom village brand description will be drafted and forwarded to all other Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk.
26.017
ONLINE BANKING
Parish Clerk D Abram advised that the application to add Parish Councillors E Pope is to be resubmitted to the new bank and the terms for Parish Councillor H Shaw is to be amended and thereafter both will be able to register to become signatories and the first sample payment will be made.
Parish Clerk D Abram also suggested that further monies be put into the new bank account to enable future payments to be made going forward.
26.018
CHAIRS EXPENSES
Parish Councillor and Chair H Shaw advised that she would not be taking the allowance of £200 permitted under the Councillors Allowance section for the year 2025/2026.
26.019
TRAINING
Training Policy
It awas agreed that Parish Clerk D Abram is to forward a copy of this draft document to the Parish Councillors for consideration at the next meeting.
Training for Councillors
Parish Councillor H Shaw indicated that either Parish Clerk D Abram or herself should attend the NALC online training course on 11 February 2026 – 12.00 noon to 1.15 p.m. titled Beyond the Precept:  Funding Solutions for Smaller Parish and Town Councils.
Parish Councillor S Martland expressed an interest it attending any training courses available for New Councillors and Parish Clerk D Abram indicated that when details are available the information would be forwarded to Parish Councillor S Martland.
Parish Clerk Training
Parish Clerk D Abram indicated that the main qualification that most Parish Clerks complete is the ILCA (Introduction to Local Council Administration) course and has expressed an interest in completing the same in August/September 2026.  The Parish Councillors supported this and asked if SLCC who offer the course covered the Devolution topic within the qualification.  Parish Clerk D Abram to enquire and let the Parish Councillors know.
26.020
BANK RECONCILIATION
It was agreed that this point will be added to the next Meeting Agenda.
26.021
FINANCE
The following accounts was passed for payment in January 2026:
Diane Abram salary – January 2026						Online 		£284.48
Stationery – stamps								Online		£  13.60
Travel to Meeting – x2 journeys January 2026 (12 miles @ £0.45 per mile)	Online		£     5.40
												£303.48
Ormskirk District Scout – Hall Hire						002131	£  48.00
PAYE January 2026					`			002132	£  71.20
West Lancashire Dial A Ride donation					002133	£200.00
Local Authority Technology CIC re .GOV Domain, Website & email accounts002134	£360.00
SLCC Renewal									002135	£116.00
K C Computers	 x2 toners							002136	£  94.70
Royal Mail Group								002137	£119.88
								
26.022
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Lathom Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 23 February 2026.
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
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